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Suggested Sequence for Phonograms 
(Green)

The following is a suggested list of sequencing for Green reading. This is, by no means, the 
defi	nitive	sequence	as	there	are	many	different	ways	to	present	this	curriculum.	The	series	
has	been	written	with	the	idea	that	different	training	programs	with	give	different	sequences;	
fl	exibility	is	provided	within	the	series,	and	we	encourage	you	to	sequence	and	organize	the	
materials in a way that make sense to you. 

It	is	assumed	that	the	Blue	series	has	already	been	achieved,	and	the	child	is	ready	to	work	
on	decoding	and	encoding	phonograms.	It	is	suggested	that	all	the	long	vowel	phonograms	
be	introduced,	then	sh,	th,	ch,	and	wh,	then	“r”	controlled	vowels	and	fi	nally	the	oo	(pool)	and	
oo	(wood).

ETC	provides	two	different	kits	for	the	Green	reading;	one	with	objects	and	one	without.	
Depending	on	which	kit	you	choose,	the	sequence	will	vary.	Along	with	the	sequence,	we	
have	provided	a	list	of	the	objects	used,	a	list	of	the	pictures	used	in	the	activities,	and	simple	
directions	on	the	cutting	and	packaging	of	the	materials.	Following	each	description	are	
miniature	pictures	to	identify	each	section,	where	appropriate.
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Beginning Decoding of phonograms

 If your kit contains objects, package the following objects into long vowel combinations, sh/ch/
th/wh and, “r” controlled combinations, 
  Object Word Building

long a - cake, game, crate, pail, paint, train, hay tray, clay 
   long i - tile, dime, lime,pie, die
   long o - bone, stone, goat, loaf, soap, bow, bowl
   long u - mule, cube, tube
   long e - bee, seed, queen, bead, tea, seal, 

   wh - whale, whisk, wheel, 
   sh - shelf, fi sh, brush, 
   ch - chest, chair, chip, 
   th - cloth, three,

   ar - car, jar, yarn
   or - cork, corn, fork (pitch) 
   ir - bird, shirt, girl
   ur - urn, churn, fur

   oo - book, hook, wood,
   oo - boot, broom, spoon

 There are 84 pictures for the phonogram word building.

  Picture Word Building
spade, game, grapes, plate, clay, pray, hay, tray, stairs, train, pail, snail, toast, coat, 

roast, coal, hose, stove, cone, bone, bowl, snow, bow, crow, die, pie, tie, fries, lime, slide, kite, dime, cube, 
mule, fuse, tube, leek, beets, deer, bee, peas, tea, seal, bean,fi sh, trash, shelf, shed,bathtub, cloth, moth, path, 
whisk, whale, wheel, whip, chestnut, chest, chip, inch, harp, yarn, barn, dart, cork, horn, fork, corn, bird, dirt, 
shirt, girl, curl, urn, churn, fur, broom, spool, moon, spoon, foot, hook, wood, book  
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Identifi cation of phonogram sounds and association to their symbols

 Sorting Strips

  This is a set of 4 strips with each strip having 3 sh’s, th’s, wh’s, ch’s. There are 3 
corresponding pictures that go with each blend sound, with some repetitions on the different strips. 
The child is asked to name each picture and place it to the right of the initial letters that he/she hears 
in each word. It is suggested that you make 4 packets of 2 blending strips and 1 packet of 3 blending 
strips. 

wh - wheelbarrow, whistle, wheelchair
 sh - shorts, brush, shoe
 th - thumb, thimble, thermometer
 ch - cheese, checkers, peach

 ar - harp, dart, jar
 or - door, stork, boar
 ir - skirt, bird, girl 
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Beginning encoding of phonograms

Object/Label Matching

  If your kit includes objects these are the labels to match to the objects. There are a total 
of 13 objects to match. It is suggested that you make this into one packet and introduce after all of the 
phonograms have been introduced.   

  grapes, spade, mail, clove,wire, shell, trash, glue, leaf, card, sheep, bean, shampoo

Object 
Label

leafcard

trashglue

wireshel l

mai lcloves

grapesspade

shampoo

sheepbeans

Object 
Label
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Beginning encoding of phonograms

 Picture/Word Matching

  There are 84 pictures in this set. Make sets that are consistent with your word buildings. 
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Beginning encoding of phonograms

 Puzzle Pictures

  There are 80 pictures for this set. On each picture there is a faint dotted line that is used 
as a guide to cut the picture into three parts. The color coding for the letters is now gone and the 
child’s task is to put the letter sounds together to form a complete word and picture. Children enjoy 
making the correct word, but also enjoy mixing the letters to make silly pictures. Make sets that are 
consistent with your word building and keeping in mind that the child will be sorting through 3 parts to 
make each word. 
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Beginning encoding of phonograms

 Middle Vowel Sorting Activity

  There are 36 frames that contain a picture and the beginning and ending sound 
corresponding to that picture. The work of the child is to choose the vowels that when placed in the 
correct position will make the word that correlates to the picture. The frames are cut, but the vowel 
cards are in a strip. You will need to cut the vowels from the strip. 
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Encoding of phonograms

 Word Lists (54 word lists) 

  There are several types of word lists depending upon the format you received in your 
training. There are 2 types of word lists:

  o word lists that have all the same vowel sound/spelling
  o word lists that have mixed vowel sounds

It is suggested that children not only work on fl uency in encoding the words, but that they also work 
on speed. Once the child has read the word list to you, ask them to practice again and see how fast 
they can read it. Repeat until the child has not only read the list fl uently and accurately, but has read 
at an appropriate rate as well
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Encoding of phonograms

Short Vowel Words to Long Vowel

  There are 21 frames with each frame containing two words. Instruct the child to read 
the fi rst word, then fi nd a vowel that when placed in the empty spot will make a long vowel word. The 
frames are cut, but the vowel cards are in a strip. You will need to cut the vowels from the strip. It 
is suggested that you make 2 packets and introduce this activity after you have done all of the long 
vowel word buildings.
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Reading phrases and sentences with phonograms for meaning.

 Phrases to objects

  If your kit has objects there are 6 sets of phrase cards that go with corresponding 
objects. The fi rst four sets are phrases; the remaining two sets are sentences. In addition, there are 
basic corresponding sight words that go with each set. Introduce the sight words to the child before 
asking them to match the phrases or sentences to the objects. It is suggested that you package each 
set separately with the phrases and corresponding sight words.

Objects for phrases - dish, rake, toast, pipe, threads (in a box), cloth, bowl, chest, table, bathtub, 
fl ake, pinecone, chair, bench (sofa) book, frog life cycle
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Reading secret, words with phonograms (adjectives and verbs) for meaning.

 Secret Words

  Inform the children that there are many words that we use that cannot be placed on 
a rug. Let them know that you are thinking of a word and ask if they can guess the word. As they 
discover that they are unable to guess your word, show them the words and ask them to read them. 

If it is the verbs, (64 words) ask them to act out what they read. You may want to divide this into 8 
packets and do it as a group activity with several children.

If it is the adjectives,(24 words) ask them to use the word in a sentence to describe something in the 
room. You may want to divide this into 3 packets.
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Reading sentences with phonograms for meaning.

 Matching Phrases and sentences to pictures 

  There are 4 sets of six sentences to match with 6 pictures in each set. In addition, there 
are basic corresponding sight words that go with each set. Introduce the sight words to the child 
before asking them to match the sentences to the pictures. It is suggested that you package each set 
separately.
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Kate will use a whisk in the 
red bowl. 

Three girls will start to bake. 
The girls can make a pie.

Set 2Set 2
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The cake is finished. Gail 
will fill Mike’s cup. 

Mike eats the cake from 
the fork.

Gail will play with Mike’s 
ear. Mike likes Gail.

Gail smiles at Mike. Gail 
leans on her hands.

Gail smells the cake. It will 
taste good!

Mike likes cake but Gail 
must first make a note.
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Reading sentences with phonograms for meaning.

 Commands

  This is a set of 8 commands. It is suggested that this be made into one packet  
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Lead a line.Paint a frame.

Sneek a peek.Hide a note.

Read a book.Trade a bead.

Make a chain.Take the globe.
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Reading phrases and sentences with phonograms for meaning.

 There are 6 books with more than three letter, short vowel words, as well as sight words. There 
is no specifi c order to the books. Have the child read the title of the book and make sure they are 
familiar with the sight words presented on the fi rst page. Often there are appropriate times for you to 
stop and ask the child what they think will happen. 

Gran Makes 
a Quilt

Gran likes to make quilts. Gran will get 
the cloth and start the quilt. 

Gran needs to cut the cloth into 
squares. Gran needs a lot of cloth.

Gran will use the pins and thimble to 
make the quilt. The pins will keep the 
cloth still. 

Gran pins the 
squares into a big 
blanket. Look at all 
of the squares!

Gran will thread the needle with thread.

The quilt has been 
made and is on the 
bed. What a fine 
quilt!

The end
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