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COMMON CORE 
 

Ages 9-10/Fourth Grade 
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.5

Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural 
elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, 
in the grades 4-5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end 
of the range.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.4.4.b

Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.3.a

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.*

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.3.b Choose punctuation for effect.*

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.5.a


Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pretty as a picture) in context.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.5.b

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.

 

 

 

Ages 10-11/Fifth Grade 
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2

Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic; summarize the text.
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative 
language such as metaphors and similes.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.5

Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6

Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.7

Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a 
text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of fiction, folktale, myth, poem).

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poetry, 
at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RF.5.4.b

Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.a

Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.b

Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.


Ages 11-12/Sixth Grade

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.7

Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or 
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and 
“hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.


 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.9

Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.10

By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end 
of the range.
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.6.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings.

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.6.9.a

Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different 
forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their 
approaches to similar themes and topics”).

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.5.a

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.
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