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COMMON CORE 

The first year (ages 6-7) of the Traditional Literature curriculum begins with an explana- tion of 
the differences between fiction and nonfiction. A study of fables not only introduces the genre 
of fable and the purpose of fables (the moral), but also teaches skills such as identifying 
characters and setting, sequencing (beginning, middle, and end), and identifying the main idea. 
Persuasive and narrative writing exercises are included throughout the lessons.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.1

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.2

Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or 
lesson.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.3

Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using key details.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.5

Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, 
drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.6

Identify who is telling the story at various points in a text.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.7

Use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.9

Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.10

With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.1

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, 
state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2

Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the 
topic, and provide some sense of closure.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.2

Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally 
or through other media.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4

Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings 
clearly.


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.5

Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings.


Overview of Lessons 
1. Fiction and Nonfiction Key Lesson

2. Introduction to Fables

3. Plot, Characters, and Setting in a Fable

4. Who Tells the Story?

5. Comparing and Contrasting Fable Characters

6. Favorite Fables: Introduction to Persuasive Writing
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