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Sample Answers for ELC-5099 

Adventures in Ancient Civilizations – Research Questions 

 

Set 1-1 

•  The Nile River’s yearly floods made the soil very fertile in Egypt, allowing abundant grain 

farming and food surplus. This surplus helped villages grow and trade develop. 

•  In Mesopotamia, the Tigris and Euphrates rivers provided water for crops, but their floods 

were unpredictable. People built canals and levees to control water, showing they solved 

environmental challenges. 

•  Both civilizations depended on their rivers. Without those rivers, they might not have grown 

as strong because they would lack reliable water for farming and travel. 

 

Set 1-2 

•  In ancient Mesopotamia, farmers built irrigation canals to bring river water to their fields 

during dry times. This showed creativity by turning dry land into fertile farms. 

•  In the Andes Mountains, the Inca carved terraced fields into steep hills to grow crops. They 

creatively expanded farmland on mountain slopes. 

•  These solutions are like modern ones: for example, today we build dams and canals to store 

water in dry regions, similar to ancient irrigation. Both then and now, people engineer the 

environment to support their communities. 

 

Set 1-3 

•  Myth example: An ancient storyteller might say a flood happened because a river god was 

angry or sad. The story could describe the god’s emotions causing the river to rise. 

•  This kind of myth shows people personified nature – they gave natural events a human or 

divine cause to explain things they didn’t understand. 
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•  Science today: We explain floods by heavy rain or snowmelt, not by gods. The difference is 

that ancient people used imagination and belief, whereas today we use observation and evidence 

to explain nature. 

•  This shows that ancient people created myths to make sense of nature, while modern science 

seeks factual explanations. 

 

Set 1-4 

•  In ancient Egypt, farmers grew wheat and barley along the Nile. The sunny, dry climate with 

Nile irrigation was perfect for grains. They also raised animals like cattle and used the Nile’s 

water to support livestock. 

•  In ancient China along the Yangtze River, farmers grew rice in wet paddy fields. The warm, 

rainy climate allowed up to two or three rice harvests a year. They raised pigs and poultry which 

thrived in the village environment. 

•  Compare: Egyptian farmers relied on seasonal floods for watering crops, while Chinese 

farmers created irrigation dykes and canals for rice paddies. Each ate what they grew: Egyptians 

ate a lot of bread and beer from grain, whereas Chinese meals included rice as a staple. Both 

civilizations’ diets were shaped by what their land could produce. 

 

Set 1-5 

•  Too much water (floods): In ancient Mesopotamia, unpredictable floods threatened towns. 

People built levees and canals to divert floodwaters, showing early engineering skill in 

controlling rivers. 

•  Too little water (dry areas): In ancient Egypt, beyond the Nile, farmers used a tool called a 

shaduf to lift water from canals onto fields during the dry season. This invention shows 

understanding of levers and irrigation to combat drought. 

•  Both solutions required planning and invention. Building canals and using irrigation devices 

show that ancient engineers understood the behavior of water and used technology to protect 

their communities. These achievements are early examples of civil engineering. 

 

Set 1-6 

•  An ancient explorer might follow a major river like the Nile upstream to its source, using it as 

a natural road. Rivers not only guide direction but also provide fresh water along the journey. 
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•  At night, the explorer could use stars for navigation. For example, Phoenician sailors 

navigated by the North Star over the Mediterranean Sea since it stays in one place in the sky. 

•  Natural landmarks like mountain ranges or deserts could be obstacles. An explorer traveling 

from Mesopotamia to India would have to cross mountains (the Zagros Mountains) or arid 

regions. They would time their travel to avoid harsh weather, like crossing deserts at night to 

escape daytime heat. 

•  This journey shows that ancient explorers had to be keen observers of nature—using Earth’s 

features and sky as their guide—while overcoming challenges like rough terrain and climate 

without modern tools. 

 

Set 1-7 

•  Example – Minoans of Crete: A massive volcanic eruption at Thera (Santorini) around 1600 

BCE caused earthquakes and tsunamis. This disaster damaged the Minoans’ coastal towns and 

weakened their society. Some historians believe it contributed to the decline of Minoan 

civilization. The Minoans had to rebuild their ports and palaces, but they never fully recovered 

their former strength. 

•  Example – Ancient China: Repeated flooding of the Yellow River (known as “China’s 

Sorrow”) often destroyed farms and villages. In response, Chinese people built higher dikes and 

levees each time. They also organized communities to work together on flood control. This 

shows they learned to adapt by improving engineering and cooperation after disasters. 

•  In general, a disaster could weaken a civilization if it caused too much loss, but it also taught 

survivors important lessons. Some societies became more resilient by developing new 

technologies or plans (like food storage or better buildings) to handle future catastrophes. 

 

Set 1-8 

•  In ancient Mesopotamia (hot and dry), people used mud bricks to build houses. Mud and clay 

were plentiful from riverbanks, and sun-baked bricks kept homes cool in the day and warm at 

night. Flat roofs were common, providing space to sleep outside on hot nights. 

•  In ancient northern Europe (cooler and forested), people often built wooden houses with steep 

thatched roofs. Wood was abundant in forests, and sloped roofs let rain or snow slide off. These 

houses stayed warm with a fire inside and the wood walls insulated against cold. 

•  Why those materials? Each area used what it had: Mesopotamians had little wood but lots of 

clay, while Europeans had forests. The designs solved local problems – for example, 

Mesopotamian thick walls for heat and European steep roofs for rain. 
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•  These choices show how people cleverly used available resources to make comfortable 

shelters that fit their climate. They couldn’t import much, so they became experts with local 

materials. 

 

Set 2-1 

•  Pharaoh (Egypt): The pharaoh was considered a god-king in Egypt. He had absolute power 

over the land and people, controlled the army, made laws, and led religious ceremonies. People 

saw him as a living god, which helped him unite the country but also meant huge responsibility 

to keep gods and people satisfied. 

•  King (Mesopotamia, e.g. Hammurabi of Babylon): A Mesopotamian king was a powerful 

ruler but not seen as a god himself (often seen as chosen by gods). Hammurabi made a written 

code of laws to maintain order. Kings led armies and built projects like city walls. Their power 

could be strong, but they often had local governors too. 

•  Similarities: Both leaders collected taxes and managed resources to feed their people and 

build monuments. Both had to protect their people from enemies (leading armies). 

•  Differences: Pharaohs inherited divine status and had centralized control. Mesopotamian 

kings needed to enforce laws among city-states and didn’t always have religious status. 

•  Advantages/Disadvantages: Pharaoh’s god-like status unified people (advantage) but also 

meant if things went wrong (like a bad harvest), people might blame the pharaoh. A law-making 

king like Hammurabi provided clear rules (advantage) but if laws were harsh, it could cause fear 

or rebellion. Different styles worked for different cultures’ needs. 

 

Set 2-2 

•  Hammurabi’s Code from ancient Babylon had 282 laws carved in stone. Many laws dealt with 

protecting property and keeping order. For example, one law said if someone stole from a temple 

or palace, they would be put to death – showing they valued honesty and sacred places. 

•  The laws also showed social class differences. Punishments were often harsher for harming 

the wealthy than for harming a slave, meaning the society valued the upper class more in its 

justice system. 

•  Comparison to today: One Hammurabi law said “an eye for an eye” – the punishment 

mirrors the crime. Today’s laws (for example, against stealing) also aim to protect property, but 

the punishments are usually prison or fines, not physical harm. We try to make punishments fair 

and not cruel. 
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•  Both then and now, laws are meant to keep order, but modern laws tend to emphasize equal 

rights and humane treatment, whereas Hammurabi’s laws could be very harsh and depended on 

your social status. 

 

Set 2-3 

•  Egypt’s social pyramid: At the top was the pharaoh, then nobles and priests, followed by 

scribes and merchants, then farmers and laborers, and slaves at the bottom. Each group had a 

role: farmers produced food that fed everyone, scribes kept records and managed taxes, priests 

pleased the gods, and the pharaoh and nobles governed and protected the land. They depended 

on each other – e.g. the pharaoh needed farmers to grow food, and farmers needed the pharaoh’s 

protection and the Nile’s management. 

•  Why these classes? People had specialized jobs. Not everyone could read or fight, so they 

relied on others’ skills. This created a hierarchy but also a kind of teamwork across classes. 

•  Similar today: We also have different occupations (leaders, teachers, doctors, builders, 

farmers). People still depend on others’ work – we need farmers for food and leaders for 

organization. 

•  Different today: We strive for more equality now. Ancient classes were usually fixed by birth 

(a farmer’s child stayed a farmer), and some people (slaves) had no freedom. Today, at least in 

many places, people have more chance to choose their job and move in society, and slavery is 

outlawed. Society is less rigid even though different jobs and income levels still exist. 

 

Set 2-4 

•  Conflict example: The Greeks and the Trojans (as told in the legend of the Trojan War) 

fought over control of trade routes and honor. The war lasted ten years and resulted in the 

destruction of Troy (according to myth). The reason was partly economic and partly personal 

(the story of Helen). It shows that competition for resources or power often led to war. 

•  Cooperation example: The ancient kingdoms of Israel and Phoenicia made peace treaties and 

traded goods. King Solomon of Israel and King Hiram of Phoenicia cooperated: Phoenicians 

provided cedar wood and craftsmen to build Solomon’s Temple, and in return they got wheat and 

oil. This trade partnership benefited both: Israel got materials, Phoenicia got food (Phoenicians 

were great traders who even introduced new goods like metals to others). 

•  Results: Conflict like the Trojan War caused destruction and loss, while cooperation like 

Israel-Phoenicia trade led to wealth and strong friendships. 
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•  Lesson: Ancient conflicts teach us that fighting often started over resources or pride, and it 

caused great suffering. Cooperation shows that when groups work together and share, both can 

gain. It’s often better to trade or negotiate than to fight, a lesson that still applies today. 

 

Set 2-5 

•  Build more canals for irrigation: Suggest digging new canals from the river to water more 

fields. This would increase crop production by using more land. Challenge: It requires labor and 

cooperation; the ruler might need to organize workers and ensure fair water sharing. 

•  Store grain for emergencies: Advise the ruler to build granaries (big storage buildings) to 

save extra grain in good harvest years. This stored food can feed people in drought years. 

Challenge: People might resist giving up some of their harvest to storage, so the ruler must make 

a fair system or reward contributors. 

•  Seek trade with neighbors: Propose sending envoys to a nearby civilization to trade for food 

(for example, trade crafts or tools in exchange for grain). This brings in food and also creates 

peace with neighbors. Challenge: Long travel and trust are needed; guards must protect 

caravans, and the ruler must ensure the trade deals are fair. 

•  Why these help: Together, these ideas use engineering, planning, and diplomacy to solve the 

food crisis. They show the ruler both short-term relief (trade) and long-term solutions (irrigation 

and storage), improving life for the people if done well. 

 

Set 2-6 

•  Olympic Games (Ancient Greece): The Olympics, first held in 776 BC, were athletic 

competitions where Greek city-states gathered. They were held in honor of Zeus. The Games 

united Greeks in peaceful competition, celebrating physical skill and shared culture even though 

the city-states sometimes fought each other. 

•  This event showed the value of honoring the gods, physical excellence, and unity among 

Greeks. Winners were celebrated as heroes, which encouraged people to strive and also brought 

pride to their hometown. 

•  Modern equivalent: Today’s Olympic Games are very similar – countries from all over the 

world come together in sports instead of war. Like the ancient Olympics, the modern Games 

promote peaceful competition and unity across nations, showing that even today we use events to 

bring people together beyond politics. Another example might be national holidays or large 

festivals that unite people in pride and remembrance. 
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Set 2-7 

•  Example – Flood in Ancient Egypt: Around protocls (hypothetical scenario based on ancient 

records), say an unusually high Nile flood washed away villages. The pharaoh’s officials 

responded by organizing relief: they opened royal granaries to feed people and used labor to 

rebuild dikes. This was effective in showing the government cared and could mobilize resources. 

I would have done similarly by providing food and rebuilding infrastructure, but also improved 

flood warnings if possible. 

•  Example – Invasion in Ancient China (Zhou Dynasty collapse 770 BCE): Northern 

invaders attacked the Zhou capital. The king fled east and local lords had to defend their own 

lands. The government’s response was to relocate the capital and rely on regional armies. This 

response partially worked (the dynasty survived but weaker). In their place, I might have tried to 

form alliances with neighboring states for help before the invasion happened. 

•  Effectiveness: In some cases, ancient leaders effectively used stored food, built walls, or 

negotiated peace to handle crises. In others, they failed due to lack of preparation. If I were the 

leader, learning from past mistakes would be key – for instance, preparing emergency supplies or 

a network of allies in advance, which many ancient leaders didn’t always have. 

 

Set 2-8 

•  Ancient Example – Egypt: Egyptian pharaohs were considered gods on Earth. One example 

is that the pharaoh Akhenaten changed Egypt’s religion to worship one god Aten (the sun disk) 

and closed other gods’ temples. This was a religious decision that was also a government policy, 

showing his divine authority to reshape society. Laws and daily life in Egypt, like temple taxes 

and festivals, were tied to religious beliefs because the pharaoh’s role was both king and high 

priest. 

•  Ancient Example – Mesopotamia: In Mesopotamia, King Hammurabi said his laws came 

from the sun god Shamash. This made people obey the laws because they believed disobeying 

them was like disobeying the gods. 

•  Modern Comparison: Today, many countries keep religion and government separate 

(secular). For instance, in the United States, there is a principle of separation of church and state, 

meaning laws aren’t supposed to favor a religion. Leaders are elected, not believed to be gods. 

However, some modern nations do have state religions or religious leaders (like the Dalai Lama 

in Tibet, or kings titled “Defender of the Faith”). 

•  Summary: In ancient times, blending religion with rule gave leaders immense authority but 

often less freedom of belief for the people. Modern governments tend to separate the two to 

ensure freedom of religion, though the influence of beliefs on values and laws can still be seen. 
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Set 3-1 

•  Ancient Egypt: Egyptians were polytheistic (believed in many gods). They had gods like Ra 

(sun god), Osiris (god of the afterlife), and Isis (goddess of healing). They believed pharaohs 

became gods when they died. Religion influenced everything: for instance, they mummified 

bodies because they believed in an afterlife, and pharaohs built huge temples to honor the gods. 

•  Ancient Greece: Greeks were also polytheistic with gods like Zeus (sky god), Athena 

(wisdom), and Poseidon (sea). Greek gods had human-like behaviors and each city-state often 

favored one patron god (Athens worshipped Athena). Religion was part of daily life (offerings, 

festivals like the Olympics for Zeus) but Greek gods didn’t rule through a king like in Egypt. 

They had oracles for advice and myths guiding morals. 

•  Similarity: Both cultures had many gods and built temples (e.g., Egyptians built Karnak for 

Amun, Greeks built Parthenon for Athena). Both believed gods influenced natural events and 

success in life. 

•  Difference: Egyptian religion tied closely to their government (pharaoh as a god-king and 

strong focus on afterlife and tombs), while Greek religion was more about explaining nature and 

teaching lessons (and their government was often separate, like citizens voting in Athens). 

Egyptians emphasized afterlife preparations; Greeks emphasized pleasing gods in the present life 

through heroism and virtue. 

 

Set 3-2 

•  Myth example – Greek: In Greek mythology, the story of Demeter and Persephone explains 

the seasons. Persephone, the daughter of Demeter (goddess of the harvest), was taken by Hades 

to the underworld. Demeter’s sadness caused all plants to stop growing (winter). When 

Persephone returned for part of the year, Demeter’s happiness allowed plants to grow again 

(spring and summer). 

•  This myth explains why seasons change: winter is when Persephone is gone, and summer is 

when she’s back. 

•  Scientific explanation: Today we know seasons change because of the tilt of the Earth’s axis 

and its orbit around the sun, not because of a goddess’s emotions. Earth’s tilt causes different 

amounts of sunlight in each part of the year. 

•  Difference: The myth uses characters and emotions to explain a natural cycle, making it a 

story people could relate to. Science uses observation and astronomy to explain the same cycle in 

a factual way. The myth reflects human feelings; the science reflects physical laws. Both aimed 

to answer the question, but in very different ways. 
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Set 3-3 

•  Example – Pyramids of Giza (Egypt): The pyramids were giant tombs for pharaohs. The 

shape (pointing upward) symbolized a stairway to heaven for the pharaoh’s spirit. They 

demonstrated Egyptians’ belief in the afterlife – pharaohs were buried with treasures to use after 

death. Building the pyramids also showed the society’s values: strong organization (thousands of 

workers), advanced knowledge of math and engineering, and deep respect for their rulers and 

gods (as the pharaoh was god-like). 

•  Example – Ziggurat of Ur (Mesopotamia): A ziggurat was a step-pyramid temple. It 

symbolized a holy mountain connecting Earth to the sky, where people could be closer to their 

gods. It reflected the belief that gods resided in the heavens and that by building high, the priests 

could communicate with them. The large size showed how important religion was and how the 

government could rally people to a common spiritual goal. 

•  Symbols and values: In both examples, the massive scale and central location of these 

structures told people that religion and the divine were at the heart of life. The art and 

architecture served as a physical reminder of their beliefs – tomb art showed what they valued 

(like the journey to afterlife), and temple art honored the gods to gain protection and prosperity 

for the city. 

 

Set 3-4 

•  Morning in ancient Athens: I might wake up at sunrise. In the morning, I’d see children 

going to the agora (market) with their parents to buy food, or boys heading to school to learn 

reading and math (wealthy boys went to school, girls learned at home). Slaves might be fetching 

water from the fountain house. 

•  Afternoon: I’d see craftsmen working – potters making vases, blacksmiths hammering iron. 

In Athens, around midday, citizens might gather to discuss city matters or go to the assembly if 

it’s meeting day (if I were a boy, I might watch my father debate). Children might play with 

knucklebones or dolls in the dusty streets. 

•  Evening: Families would gather for a simple dinner of bread, olives, and cheese. Oil lamps 

light up homes. Maybe there’s a play at the open-air theater tonight, or a storyteller telling 

myths. People go to bed not long after dark because there’s no electric light. 

•  Similarities: 1) Both then and now, children learn from adults (school or at home) and play 

games when free. 2) Families spend time together at meals. People work during the day in 

various jobs in both ancient times and now. 
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•  Differences: 1) In ancient cities, there were no technologies like cars or computers – travel 

was on foot or by horse, and communication was face-to-face or by simple writing, unlike our 

modern phones and cars. 2) Children in ancient times often had responsibilities earlier (like 

helping with chores, trading, or even marrying young) compared to many kids today. Also, the 

variety of food and medicine was much more limited in ancient times than what we have now. 

 

Set 3-5 

•  Cuneiform in Mesopotamia: Cuneiform was one of the first writing systems, invented 

around 3300 BC. It used wedge-shaped marks pressed into clay tablets. At first, it was used to 

keep track of trade and goods (like how many sheep someone traded). Over time, people used 

cuneiform to write laws, letters, stories (like the Epic of Gilgamesh), and more. 

•  Why it was important: Writing allowed people to record information reliably. Instead of 

relying on memory, they could store knowledge for future generations. This helped in trade 

(contracts and receipts), government (laws and taxes recorded), and culture (stories and learning 

could be preserved). A civilization with writing could grow more complex because it had a 

“memory” beyond just what elders could remember. 

•  Comparison to today: Ancient writing was usually on clay, stone, or papyrus and had to be 

physically carried to share information. It was slow to produce and only trained scribes could do 

it. Today we have easy writing systems (like our alphabet) that we can type on computers or send 

instantly around the world. Almost everyone learns to read and write now, which wasn’t true in 

ancient times when writing was often for elites. 

•  Despite differences, the purpose is similar: to communicate and preserve ideas. Our modern 

writing system is simpler (an alphabet of 26 letters vs. hundreds of cuneiform symbols or 

hieroglyphs) and more accessible, showing how writing evolved to be more efficient over time. 

 

Set 3-6 

•  Example – Alphabet: The ancient Phoenicians developed one of the first alphabets. When 

they traded around the Mediterranean Sea, the Greeks learned this writing system from them. 

The Greeks adapted some letters and added vowels to create the first true alphabet, which later 

influenced Latin and the letters we use today. This exchange happened through trade and contact 

(Phoenician traders traveled to Greek lands). It helped Greece (and later other cultures) have a 

simpler writing system compared to complicated hieroglyphs or cuneiform. 

•  Example – Buddhism spread: In ancient times, the religion of Buddhism started in India and 

then spread to China along trade routes like the Silk Road. The Chinese adopted Buddhism and it 

affected their art, philosophy, and daily life, blending with their own beliefs (through travelers 

and monks sharing ideas). 
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•  Modern example: A modern cultural exchange is how foods spread worldwide. For instance, 

tomatoes (originally from the Americas) were adopted into Italian cooking in the Old World after 

the 1500s and became a key part of Italian cuisine (think pizza and pasta sauce). Or how people 

around the world use technology invented elsewhere (like smartphones). 

•  Benefit of exchange: When a culture adopts a good idea from another, it can improve life – 

writing helped communication, new religions offered spiritual ideas, and new foods or tech can 

enrich lives. It shows sharing ideas can advance civilizations. 

 

Set 3-7 

•  Ancient Sparta (Greece): In Sparta, education was very different. Boys at age 7 were taken 

to live in military barracks to train as soldiers (the agoge system). They learned endurance, 

combat skills, and survival rather than reading or arts. This shows Sparta valued strength, 

discipline, and obedience above all. Girls were also trained in sports and strength to become 

healthy mothers of warriors. There were no fancy schools – life itself was the school, focused on 

military excellence. 

•  Ancient Mesopotamia: In contrast, in Mesopotamia (like Babylon), there were schools 

(edubbas) for training scribes. Young boys (mostly from wealthy families) learned to read and 

write cuneiform on clay tablets, plus math and astronomy. This shows that society valued record-

keeping, trade, and knowledge of the stars (useful for calendars). Only a small group got formal 

education; others learned trades from their parents (a baker’s son learned baking, etc.). 

•  Differences from today: Today education is for everyone, boys and girls, and covers many 

subjects – science, literature, math, arts – not just one specialty or military training. We learn in 

classrooms with technology and books rather than clay tablets or harsh training exercises. We 

also value creative thinking and personal choice in career, whereas many ancient educations 

prepared you strictly for your expected role in society (soldier, scribe, farmer). 

•  Society’s values: By looking at ancient education, we see what was important to them: Sparta 

valued military might, Babylon valued literacy for commerce and governance. Today, we tend to 

value a balanced education and the idea that everyone should have the opportunity to learn. 

 

Set 3-8 

•  Ancient Egyptian Opet Festival: This was a yearly festival in Thebes to honor the god 

Amun. Priests carried statues of Amun, Mut, and Khonsu from Karnak Temple to Luxor Temple. 

People celebrated for days with feasting, dancing, and parades on the Nile. It was meant to 

rejuvenate the pharaoh’s power and thank the gods for the Nile flood that brought fertile soil. 

This festival was important because it united all people in a joyous event and reaffirmed the 

connection between the gods, the pharaoh, and the prosperity of the land. 
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•  Roman Saturnalia: A winter festival honoring Saturn, the god of agriculture. It happened in 

December. Romans decorated their homes with greenery, lit candles, and enjoyed feasts. Social 

roles reversed in fun ways (slaves and masters dined together, and people shouted “Io 

Saturnalia!” like “Happy Saturnalia”). They exchanged small gifts and took a break from work. 

It celebrated the end of the planting year and hoped for the sun’s return (as days would start 

getting longer). 

•  Similar modern celebration: Saturnalia has similarities to Christmas and New Year 

celebrations (joy, feasting, gift-giving, decorating with greens and lights, and a spirit of equality 

and charity). Like Saturnalia, modern winter holidays bring communities together to celebrate 

hope and generosity during the darkest time of year. 

•  Importance: Both ancient and modern festivals give people something to look forward to, a 

chance to bond, and an opportunity to express beliefs (thanking gods or celebrating cultural 

values). They were essential for social unity and cultural identity. 

 

Set 4-1 

•  Egyptians and geometry: The Egyptians needed to design and construct huge pyramids 

accurately. They used basic geometry to measure right angles and calculate slopes so the 

pyramid sides met at the top. For example, architects like Imhotep designed the step pyramid 

with precise measurements. The problem was building stable, symmetric tombs, and math helped 

them lay out a square base and align the pyramid with the stars (they aligned pyramids nearly 

perfectly north-south). 

•  Maya and calendars: The Maya wanted to track time for farming and religious events. They 

used math and observations of the sky to create a complex calendar. They calculated that a year 

was about 365 days and even predicted solar eclipses. This solved the problem of knowing when 

to plant crops and hold festivals. 

•  Similar to today: We also use math for construction (engineers calculate loads for buildings, 

similar principles as Egypt but with advanced formulas) and for calendars (we use math in 

astronomy to send rockets or predict eclipses very accurately). 

•  Different: Ancient people did it with simple tools and their eyesight (no calculators or 

computers). We have developed more complex math (algebra, calculus) that solves problems 

they couldn’t, but the idea of using numbers to tackle real-world tasks is the same approach. 

 

Set 4-2 

•  Ancient China: The Chinese observed the sky carefully. By 1400s-1200s BC, Chinese 

astronomers recorded events like comets and solar eclipses. In 2137 BC, there’s a legend of 
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Chinese astronomers who failed to predict an eclipse and were punished, showing how important 

sky events were to the emperor. They used simple tools like gnomons (shadow sticks) to measure 

the sun’s angle. Astronomy was used to create a reliable calendar (predicting solstices, etc.) for 

farming and to decide when to hold festivals or sacrifices. Accurate calendars were seen as a sign 

that the rulers had the “Mandate of Heaven.” 

•  Maya civilization: The Maya built observatories (like El Caracol in Chichén Itzá) to track 

Venus and the sun. They cared about Venus because it was linked to war timing. Their priests-

astronomers used sighting lines in buildings to mark sunrise on the equinoxes. This knowledge 

was important for agriculture (rainy and dry seasons) and religion. 

•  Scientific knowledge: These examples show ancient peoples were careful observers and could 

detect patterns in the sky. Without telescopes, they mapped stars and understood the year’s 

length. It tells us they had a systematic approach to science – they collected data (observations 

over generations) and used it to make predictions, which is a foundational scientific method. 

 

Set 4-3 

•  Roman Aqueducts: The Romans built long aqueducts (bridge-like stone structures) to carry 

water from distant sources into their cities. They used materials like stone, concrete (a Roman 

invention), and bricks. The key technique was building a slight downward slope for miles so 

water would flow naturally to the city. They also built arches to support the channels over 

valleys. The problem this solved was getting clean water for drinking, baths, and sewers to 

millions of people. This engineering feat shows Roman technology was advanced – they 

understood gravity, water flow, and durable construction. It also shows incredible teamwork and 

organization: thousands of workers, surveyors mapping the path, and maintenance crews kept it 

running. 

•  Great Pyramid of Giza: Built around 2500 BC in Egypt, made from about 2.3 million stone 

blocks (limestone and granite). Workers dragged and lifted these blocks using ramps and lever 

systems, since they had no cranes. The pyramid was a tomb for Pharaoh Khufu, but it also 

symbolized his power and the Egyptian state’s ability to mobilize resources. It aligns almost 

perfectly with the cardinal directions, showing knowledge of astronomy. Building it took tens of 

thousands of workers over decades, showing great coordination and engineering skill for its time. 

•  Great Wall of China: Built of stone, brick, tamped earth, and wood over many centuries. It 

solved the problem of defending against invasions from the north. Workers built it over 

mountains and deserts using watchtowers and signals (smoke, fire) for communication. It shows 

how technology can also be about logistics – getting materials and men to remote areas. The 

Wall reflects huge collective effort and the will of rulers to protect their people. 

 

Set 4-4 
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•  Ancient Egypt: Egyptians had doctors who understood the body somewhat through 

mummification. They wrote medical texts (like the Ebers Papyrus) that list treatments. For 

example, they used herbal remedies like honey for wounds (we know now honey is antibacterial) 

and willow bark for pain (which has a chemical similar to aspirin). They also performed simple 

surgeries and set broken bones with splints. Their knowledge came from practical experience and 

some magical thinking (they often paired medicine with prayers or spells to gods like Thoth or 

Sekhmet). 

•  Ancient China: Chinese medicine involved herbal treatments and acupuncture. They believed 

in balancing forces in the body (yin and yang). Acupuncture with needles aimed to restore 

balance and heal pain or sickness. They also used plants like ginseng for energy or ginger for 

stomach aches. This shows they observed how natural substances affect health and developed 

theories like qi (life energy) to explain health and illness. 

•  Comparison to modern medicine: Ancient practices often hit on useful remedies (e.g., 

willow bark for pain) that modern medicine has refined (aspirin pills). Setting bones and 

cleaning wounds are similar to today’s basic first aid and orthopedics. However, ancient 

medicine lacked the deeper scientific understanding we have now (germs, anatomy through 

dissection, etc.). They also had some ineffective or harmful practices based on superstition (like 

bloodletting in later ancient times or magic spells, which we wouldn’t use in a hospital). Modern 

medicine tests treatments scientifically, while ancient healers relied on trial-and-error, tradition, 

and belief. Yet, some ancient wisdom, like herbal medicine and holistic approaches, is still 

valued and has influenced modern complementary medicine. 

 

Set 4-5 

•  The Wheel (Mesopotamia): One of the earliest wheels was made in Mesopotamia (Sumer) 

around 3500 BC, initially for pottery and soon for carts. The problem it solved was how to move 

heavy goods and people more easily. By putting goods on carts with wheels, one ox could pull 

what many people carried before. The idea spread through trade and migration; soon Egyptians, 

Indus Valley people, and Europeans also used wheels on chariots and wagons. Today, the wheel 

is everywhere – from car tires to gears in machines. It’s hard to imagine modern life without it, 

showing how a simple invention can have a massive long-term impact. 

•  Paper (Ancient China): Invented around 105 AD by Cai Lun in China. Before paper, people 

wrote on bones, bamboo slips, or papyrus which were bulky or expensive. Paper solved the 

problem of needing a cheap, light, and easy material to write on. It made record-keeping and 

books much more accessible. Papermaking knowledge spread via the Silk Road to the Islamic 

world and then Europe. Today, we still use paper for writing, printing books, and packaging, 

even in the digital age. 

•  Compass (Ancient China): The first compasses were developed during the Chinese Han 

Dynasty using lodestone (a magnetic mineral). The problem was navigation – how to find 

direction when the sun or stars weren’t visible (like in cloudy weather or at sea). The compass 
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always points north-south, which helped explorers and traders travel safely. It spread to the Arab 

world and Europe by the 12th century, aiding the great Age of Exploration. We still use 

compasses (now often digital) in navigation systems today. 

•  Each of these inventions met a basic need – transport, communication, navigation – and their 

spread shows how useful ideas are shared and improved upon by different cultures, forming the 

foundation of much of our modern technology. 

 

Set 4-6 

•  Marketplace trading: An ancient merchant in a bazaar (say in Babylon) would use math to 

conduct trade. For example, if a farmer wanted to trade 30 sacks of grain for some cloth and 

tools, they’d need to count the sacks and maybe use weights to measure out equal value of goods 

in return. They might use basic addition or subtraction to figure out fair deals. Getting the 

numbers right was important so no one felt cheated – if you miscount, you might give away too 

much grain or not get enough cloth. Ancient merchants even developed early forms of 

accounting on clay tablets to keep track of debts and payments. 

•  Building a house: A builder in ancient Rome constructing a house would use measurement. 

They’d measure lengths of wood or stone blocks so the pieces fit well. For instance, calculating 

the area of a floor to know how many tiles needed, or using a simple leveling tool (water in a 

tube) to ensure a wall is straight. Geometry might be used to mark right angles for corners. If the 

math was wrong, the house could be unstable or materials might run out. 

•  Calendar keeping (bonus example): A farmer in ancient China might count days on a 

calendar to figure out when to plant or harvest crops, using a lunar calendar. They’d observe that 

about 30 days make a month and use that to plan agricultural activities. If they miscounted the 

days, they might plant at the wrong time and lose their crop. 

•  In all these cases, math (though simple) was critical for fairness, safety, and survival. It 

ensured structures were sound, trades were fair, and timing was right – very practical reasons to 

be good at math. 

 

Set 4-7 

•  Phenomenon – Solar Eclipse: Ancient civilizations were often frightened by solar eclipses 

(when the sun goes dark in daytime). In ancient China, people believed a dragon was eating the 

sun during an eclipse. They would respond by banging drums and making noise to scare the 

dragon away. In fact, Chinese records show that in 2134 BC two astronomers failed to predict an 

eclipse and the emperor was upset, which implies they really valued understanding these events. 
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•  Modern explanation: We know today that a solar eclipse happens when the moon passes 

directly between the Earth and the sun, casting a shadow on Earth. It’s natural and predictable – 

astronomers can calculate exactly when and where eclipses will happen. 

•  What this shows: Ancient explanation was based on myth and fear, using imagination 

(dragon) to explain what they saw, because they lacked the tools to know about space and orbits. 

The modern explanation is based on centuries of scientific observation and understanding of the 

solar system. Over time, humans collected evidence (like noticing patterns in eclipses) and built 

knowledge (like the moon’s orbit), moving from supernatural explanations to scientific ones. 

•  Growth of knowledge: This shift from “a dragon did it” to “the moon’s shadow” highlights 

how human knowledge grew. It also shows that ancient people were curious and tried to explain 

the world – and as they gathered more information and invented better tools (telescopes, math for 

orbits), their explanations became more accurate. Science builds on past observations, turning 

mystery into understanding. 

 

Set 4-8 

•  Phoenician Ships: The Phoenicians (around 1200–800 BC) were excellent sailors. They built 

sturdy wooden ships with sails and oars. These ships allowed them to travel across the 

Mediterranean Sea, carrying goods like purple dye, glass, and cedar wood. Because of their 

ships, Phoenicians could trade with far-off lands (they reached as far as Spain and possibly 

Britain). This would be like the invention of the airplane today – suddenly people could connect 

across vast distances. For the Phoenicians, ships shrank the world and made them wealthy and 

influential. 

•  Roman Roads: The Romans built a network of roads across their empire (over 50,000 miles 

of paved roads!). They used stone, gravel, and sand layers to create durable highways. This road 

system let soldiers move quickly to defend borders and enabled trade and communication 

between cities. It’s comparable to the impact of railroads or highways in modern times – 

connecting cities, speeding up travel, and unifying the region economically and politically. 

People could send messages or goods much faster than before. 

•  Chariots and Horseback: Ancient peoples like the Hyksos introduced horse-drawn chariots 

to Egypt, and others like the Mongols (later in history) mastered horseback riding. This was 

revolutionary in warfare and communication – messages could be carried in hours instead of 

days. It’s similar to how cars and tanks changed 20th-century life and warfare. 

•  Overall: Each of these ancient transport methods was a game-changer. They improved trade 

(bringing in resources and wealth), allowed empires to govern large areas, and fostered cultural 

exchange. Modern equivalents (planes, cars, trains) play a similar role in making the world more 

connected. 

 



 Adventures in Ancient 
Civilizations 

© 2026 ETC Montessori 17 

Set 5-1 

•  Ancient West Africa (Ghana Empire) – Gold: The region had plentiful gold mines. This 

resource made Ghana (300–1000 AD) very rich, as gold was traded north across the Sahara for 

salt and other goods. Because they had so much gold, they became a center of trade – other 

peoples wanted to trade or sometimes raid for it. The wealth from gold also led Ghana’s kings to 

power. However, it also invited conflict; for instance, North African invaders were attracted by 

the gold wealth. 

•  Ancient Phoenicia – Cedar Wood: The Lebanese coast had cedar forests (valuable wood). 

Phoenicians lacked good farmland, but they had timber needed by Egypt and Mesopotamia for 

building ships and temples. They traded cedar logs for food and other products. This resource 

made Phoenicia a trade hub; it didn’t make them fight wars, but it made them great sailors and 

merchants. 

•  Resource leads to trade or conflict: When one region had something valuable (gold, spices 

in India, silk in China), others wanted it. Often this led to trade routes (like the Silk Road for 

Chinese silk, or Roman trade for Egyptian grain). But if trading fairly wasn’t possible, some 

civilizations chose war to take resources. For example, the Roman desire for riches and grain 

lands contributed to them conquering Egypt. So a resource could be a blessing (trade wealth) or a 

curse (cause of conflict), depending on how people pursued it. 

 

Set 5-2 

•  Silk Road: This was not a single road but a network of routes over land from China through 

Central Asia to the Middle East and Europe. It connected places like Han China, India, Persia, 

and the Roman Empire. China sent out silk, porcelain, and spices. In return, it received things 

like horses, glassware, gold, and woolen cloth from the West. But more than goods, ideas 

traveled: for example, Buddhism spread from India to China along the Silk Road, and technology 

like papermaking and gunpowder eventually traveled west. Diseases like the plague also moved 

along these routes. This trade made cities on the route very wealthy and culturally diverse. 

Civilizations were shaped by these exchanges – for instance, Chinese learned new art styles and 

the West got new foods (like peaches from China). 

•  Mediterranean Sea Trade: The sea routes connected Egypt, Greece, Rome, Phoenicia, and 

Carthage, among others. Ships carried grain from Egypt, olive oil and wine from Greece, and tin 

and copper from as far as Britain. Ideas like alphabetic writing (Phoenicians to Greeks) spread by 

sailors, as did religious ideas (the spread of Christianity later traveled partly by sea). This 

constant exchange made the Mediterranean world quite connected – a Roman in the 1st century 

could eat Egyptian grain bread, use a Greek pottery vase, and pray to gods from the East. It 

essentially made a large “world” where people shared in each other’s products and ideas. 

 



 Adventures in Ancient 
Civilizations 

© 2026 ETC Montessori 18 

Set 5-3 

•  Barter in Mesopotamia: In early Mesopotamia before coins, people mostly bartered. A 

farmer might trade a sack of grain for a pot made by a potter. They often used fixed ratios – for 

example, so many baskets of dates for one jar of olive oil. In temples, records were kept on clay 

tablets of who traded what (so it’s not purely barter, there were ledgers). A marketplace would be 

noisy and full of bargaining, with people shouting offers and comparing the value of goats, cloth, 

or grain. This is different from today, where prices are fixed in stores and we use money or 

cards. 

•  Coins in Ancient Lydia/Greece: The Lydians (in what is now Turkey) around 600 BC made 

some of the first coins from electrum (gold-silver mix). Coins had a stamp that guaranteed their 

weight/value. This made trade easier – instead of bartering 10 chickens for a tool, you could pay 

in coins. In a Greek marketplace (agora), by 400 BC, people used coins to buy food or pottery. 

They’d have to trust the coin’s value (which was backed by the city’s government). This is more 

similar to today using cash, though now we also use digital money. 

•  Similarities: Markets then and now are places to exchange goods. You might recognize the 

hustle of a busy market if you visit one today (like a farmers market). People still haggle over 

prices in some cultures, much like ancient times. 

•  Differences: Modern economies usually use currency issued by governments, and we have 

banks and electronic transactions. Ancient economies were more local and physical – you had to 

carry your goods or coins, and long-distance trade was slower and riskier. There were also fewer 

consumer goods; mostly food, raw materials, and simple tools were traded, versus the vast array 

of products we have now. 

 

Set 5-4 

•  Ancient Mesopotamia: One job was a scribe. Scribes were trained to write cuneiform and 

kept records of trades, taxes, and laws. They were important because they kept the economy 

organized and preserved knowledge (like how many goods were stored). A scribe’s daily life 

might involve sitting in a temple or palace courtyard with clay tablets and a reed stylus, 

recording transactions or copying documents. They were usually well-respected and paid with 

food rations. 

•  Another job was a bronze smith (metalworker). He would mix copper and tin to create bronze 

and then forge tools, weapons, or jewelry. This job was crucial because bronze tools and 

weapons gave the civilization an edge in farming (better plows) and warfare. A smith’s day was 

hot and labor-intensive: maintaining a furnace, hammering melted metal into shape, and 

carefully cooling items. 
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•  Importance: Scribes made sure knowledge and deals weren’t lost, and smiths provided the 

tools that allowed other jobs (like soldiers or farmers) to be effective. This specialization meant 

people could focus on one skill and do it well, boosting the overall productivity of society. 

•  Comparison to today: Take the scribe versus a modern accountant or IT specialist. Instead 

of clay tablets, an accountant today uses computers to keep financial records. The essence is 

similar – recording information accurately – but today it’s faster and requires knowing software 

rather than cuneiform. Also, many more people are literate now, so writing isn’t a special skill 

like it was then. A metalworker today might be a factory worker or engineer making machines. 

They still deal with metals, but with advanced technology and often in mass production. The 

core skill of shaping metal remains, but methods (electric furnaces, machines) and scale have 

changed. 

 

Set 5-5 

•  Ancient Egypt – Corvée labor and grain tax: In Egypt, farmers had to give a portion of their 

harvest as tax to the pharaoh’s granaries. They also practiced corvée labor, meaning at times of 

the year (especially when the Nile was flooding and farmers couldn’t work their fields) people 

were required to work on state projects like building canals, temples, or pyramids instead of 

paying money. The grain collected was used to feed the workers and also stored for emergencies. 

The labor built infrastructure that benefited the society (like irrigation ditches that improved 

farming for everyone). 

•  Use of resources: These taxes fed priests, supported craftsmen, and paid for big projects and 

defense (soldiers). In return, the government provided order, religious rituals for prosperity, and 

flood control. 

•  Fair or not?: From the ruler’s perspective, it was necessary to develop the kingdom and have 

food security. From a common farmer’s perspective, it could be heavy – they lost a chunk of 

their crop and time. If the system took too much, it could cause hardship. If it was balanced (for 

example, only after a good harvest), it might be seen as a contribution to the common good. 

•  In Egypt, because people believed the pharaoh was semi-divine and responsible for the Nile’s 

flooding and the kingdom’s success, they may have felt it was their duty to support these efforts. 

But if a ruler was unjust and demanded too much, it likely felt unfair. Essentially, the fairness 

depended on how burdensome the taxes were relative to what people gained back in services or 

stability. 

 

Set 5-6 

•  Idea spread – Iron smelting: Iron working technology likely spread from the Hittites or other 

Near Eastern people into Africa. For instance, the knowledge of making iron tools and weapons 
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reached sub-Saharan Africa around the first millennium BC. The kingdoms that learned 

ironworking benefited by having stronger tools for farming (which meant more food production) 

and better weapons for defense or expansion. This advanced technology gave them an edge over 

neighbors who only had stone or bronze. 

•  Invention spread – The numeral system: Our modern numbers (0-9) are called Hindu-

Arabic numerals because they were developed in ancient India and spread to the Middle East, 

and then to Europe through trade and scholarship. The receiving civilizations (like the Islamic 

Caliphates, then Europe) benefited because this place-value number system with zero was much 

easier for math than Roman numerals. It allowed advances in mathematics, astronomy, and 

commerce (imagine doing big calculations with clunky numerals – the new system was a game-

changer). A challenge was that it took time for people used to old systems to trust and adopt the 

new one (initially, some Europeans resisted “Arabic” numerals, but eventually they realized their 

superiority). 

•  Knowledge spread – Disease: Not all exchanges were positive. The trade routes also spread 

diseases. For example, the bubonic plague (Black Death) in the 14th century traveled from Asia 

to Europe along trade routes, devastating populations. This is a downside of connected 

civilizations. 

•  Summary: Trade created a network where good ideas (like new crops such as wheat or rice 

varieties, religious beliefs like Islam or Christianity, or technologies like the compass) spread 

widely. Civilizations that embraced new ideas often thrived, but they also had to adapt – foreign 

ideas could disrupt traditions or, like diseases, bring unintended consequences. On balance, 

sharing knowledge moved humanity forward, but it required openness and sometimes came at a 

cost. 

 

Set 5-7 

•  Mohenjo-Daro (Indus Valley): This city (around 2500 BC) had an amazing water and 

sewage system. It had dozens of wells throughout the city to supply water. Almost every house 

was built with a bathroom that drained into brick-lined sewers under the streets. These sewers 

carried waste water away to cesspits outside the city. This system kept the city cleaner and likely 

helped people stay healthier by removing waste – something many other ancient cities didn’t do 

as well. It shows the Indus people understood public health to a degree and valued cleanliness. 

The well-planned grid layout of streets also suggests organized governance. Economically, 

healthy people and organized streets would make trade and daily work easier (less disease, less 

time fetching water). We learn that even without modern tech, thoughtful city planning (with 

drainage and water supply) is crucial – something cities in the modern world still need to 

prioritize to prevent disease. 

•  Rome (Italy): Ancient Rome had to feed over a million people at its peak. One system was 

the grain supply. Romans built granaries and imported shiploads of grain (mostly from Egypt) to 

feed its population. The government even provided free or subsidized grain to Roman citizens 
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(“bread dole”) to prevent hunger and unrest. Another system: they had public bathhouses and 

sewer systems like the Cloaca Maxima, which drained waste from the city. These systems kept 

people fed and the city relatively sanitary for its time. The lesson here is that a big population 

needs infrastructure – regular food supply chains and waste management, or the city can 

collapse. Rome’s baths and sewers also show the value they placed on hygiene and public 

amenities, which supported a strong workforce and army. 

•  Teotihuacan (Mesoamerica): This city (around 100 AD in Mexico) had a grid plan and built 

channels to bring water from springs. They also had a marketplace that centralized trade. Good 

planning helped them become a powerful economic center. One mistake possibly was overusing 

resources (like wood from forests), which might have contributed to its decline. We learn that 

sustainable resource use is important – cities must plan not just for growth, but also for not 

exhausting what they depend on. 

 

Set 6-1 

• Democracy (Ancient Greece): In ancient Athens around 500 BC, democracy was born as a 

way for citizens to govern themselves. They had an assembly where male citizens voted on 

laws and policies. It was used to give people a voice and avoid tyranny. Today, many 

countries have democratic governments with citizens voting for leaders or on issues. We still 

value the idea that people should have a say in how they’re ruled. This idea lasted because it 

appeals to fairness and human rights, even though modern democracies include more people 

(all genders and races can vote now) than Athens did. 

• The Calendar (Ancient Rome/Julian calendar): Julius Caesar reformed the calendar in 46 

BC (the Julian calendar), basing it on 365 days with a leap year system. This made the year’s 

length accurate. We use a slightly adjusted version (the Gregorian calendar) today for almost 

everything – scheduling, holidays, farming cycles. The basic concept of a 12-month year 

with a leap day is an ancient contribution that persists because it’s practical and based on the 

Earth’s orbit. 

• Concrete (Ancient Rome): Romans invented concrete that could harden underwater, which 

they used to build long-lasting structures like the Pantheon and aqueducts. Modern life uses 

concrete for buildings, roads, bridges everywhere. It stood the test of time because it’s strong, 

versatile, and relatively affordable as a building material. The fact that Roman concrete 

structures still stand after 2000 years is proof of how effective their invention was. 

• Why it lasts: Ancient contributions that fulfill basic human needs or ideals – like effective 

governance, keeping time, or building shelters – tend to last. If something solves a problem 

well (like a good calendar or material), later generations keep using or improving it rather 

than reinventing the wheel. 

 

Set 6-2 
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•  Challenge – Drought in Mesopotamia: Ancient Mesopotamia had unpredictable rain and 

occasional droughts that could cause crop failures. They responded by developing irrigation 

canals from the rivers to water their fields, and by storing grain in granaries for lean times. We 

learn from this that planning ahead (food storage) and investing in infrastructure (irrigation) can 

mitigate natural problems. Today, farmers and governments also build dams/canals and have 

food reserves for droughts. However, we also see that if droughts are severe (or canals aren’t 

maintained), a civilization can decline – some historians think drought helped topple the 

Akkadian Empire. The lesson is to not be over-reliant on one source of water and to manage the 

environment carefully. 

•  Challenge – War and Invasions (Fall of Rome): The Western Roman Empire faced repeated 

invasions by Gothic tribes and others in the 4th-5th centuries AD. They tried solutions like hiring 

some barbarians as soldiers, building walls (like fortifying towns), and even making deals 

(allowing tribes to settle in Roman lands under certain terms). Ultimately, Rome’s western half 

fell in 476 AD. From this, we learn that a society must adapt to new threats and cannot rely on 

old borders or purely military solutions; integrating newcomers and addressing internal 

weaknesses (like political corruption and economic troubles in Rome’s case) is important. 

Today, this might parallel issues of immigration or security – successful societies find ways to 

integrate people and solve internal problems rather than just fight externally. 

•  Challenge – Environmental Damage (Maya civilization): The Maya faced deforestation and 

soil exhaustion from growing large populations in the rainforest. They tried to expand to new 

lands and use techniques like terracing, but many cities eventually were abandoned, possibly due 

to famine after drought and deforestation. The lesson for us is clear: we must use natural 

resources sustainably. If we cut down too many trees or overuse land, we risk environmental 

collapse. So modern movements for reforestation and sustainable farming echo the hard lessons 

learned from the Maya’s decline. 

 

Set 6-3 

•  Similarities: 

1. Markets and trade: Both modern and ancient communities have places where people 

come together to exchange goods. For example, today we have grocery stores or farmer’s 

markets; in ancient times, people had bazaars or town markets. The idea of buying, 

selling, or bartering food and crafts is constant because people always need resources and 

like to trade for variety. 

2. Leaders and government: Communities now have mayors, councils, or other leaders, 

just as ancient ones had chiefs, kings, or elders. There are always rules and people who 

enforce them to keep order. This stays the same because any group of humans needs 

organization and decision-making to solve disputes and coordinate big projects. 

•  Differences: 
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1. Technology: Modern communities use electricity, the internet, and machines – things 

ancient people did not have. For instance, we have cars for transport instead of horses or 

walking, and we communicate via phones rather than sending a messenger on foot. This 

changes daily life pace (we can get places faster, know news instantly) and has made 

communities larger and more connected globally. 

2. Knowledge and beliefs: Today we understand much more about science (e.g., medicine, 

weather) and generally don’t attribute illness to magic or anger of gods as some ancient 

communities did. Also, modern communities often have diverse religious beliefs and a 

secular law system, whereas ancient communities might have had one set of traditional 

beliefs that guided everything. People’s worldviews have broadened due to education and 

global contact. 

•  Why some things same vs. different: Basic human needs (food, safety, social connection) 

haven’t changed, so markets and leadership remain. But as knowledge accumulated and 

inventions were made, our ways of meeting those needs evolved (like farming techniques or 

laws). Cultural values can also shift – for example, we value individual rights more now (so no 

slavery, more social mobility) compared to many ancient societies. Essentially, anything rooted 

in human nature stays similar, while anything that could be improved by innovation or 

enlightenment has changed over time. 

 

Set 6-4 

•  An ancient Greek historian like Herodotus might be astonished by air travel. In his time, the 

fastest way to travel was by horse or ship, taking weeks to go what we cover in hours. Seeing 

airplanes and people crossing oceans in a day would likely seem like the work of the gods to 

him. The idea that we can fly through the sky would be utterly beyond anything in his experience 

(even the mythological Icarus flew only with wings and fell). It would show him how far 

technology has taken human mobility. 

•  An ancient Chinese scholar from the Han Dynasty might be most impressed by the internet 

and smartphones. The ability for people across the world to share information instantly would 

blow their mind. In ancient times, sending a message across an empire took days or months by 

courier. The historian would marvel at how a small device can translate languages, display 

moving images, and access libraries of knowledge (something they might compare to the 

legendary Library of Alexandria or the imperial archives, now in everyone’s pocket!). 

•  They would also be surprised by modern cities: skyscrapers made of materials and reaching 

heights unimaginable back then (ancient people had multi-story buildings, but nothing like a 

100-story skyscraper). The presence of electric lights making night like day, and machines (cars, 

elevators) doing work would fascinate them. 

•  Why remarkable: These examples show huge leaps in science and engineering. To an ancient 

person, many modern technologies might seem magical at first. It highlights how cumulative 

knowledge and innovation have drastically changed daily life – solving problems of distance, 
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communication, and construction that ancient civilizations just had to cope with or solve in 

simpler ways. 

 

Set 6-5 

•  Modern story example – “Percy Jackson” series: These popular novels (and movies) 

feature characters from Greek mythology (like Zeus, Poseidon, Hades) and demigod children in 

a modern setting. The series portrays ancient Greek ideas like quests, monsters (Medusa, 

Minotaur), and the concept of gods interacting with humans. It shows Mount Olympus and the 

Underworld, blending ancient myth with today’s world (e.g. the entrance to Olympus is atop the 

Empire State Building in New York). This brings ancient myths to life in a way young people 

can relate to. 

•  Another example – “Mulan” (Disney movie): While not exactly mythological, it’s set in 

ancient China during the Han era and portrays the culture, the honor code, ancestor worship, and 

the legendary story of Mulan. It shows the Great Wall, imperial city, and the importance of 

family honor – giving a taste of ancient Chinese values to modern audiences. 

•  Why interest continues: People are fascinated by ancient civilizations and myths because 

they are full of epic adventures, powerful characters, and timeless themes (like heroism, love, 

betrayal, the struggle between good and evil). Myths explain human nature and natural 

phenomena in creative ways, which is entertaining and thought-provoking. Also, learning about 

ancient times helps us understand where we come from – our languages, customs, and 

knowledge have roots there. 

•  Modern storytellers use ancient settings or characters to explore issues that still matter (Percy 

Jackson deals with finding identity and courage, Mulan with bravery and gender roles) in a fresh 

backdrop. It’s also just exciting – pyramids, battles, and lost cities capture our imagination. In 

essence, these stories endure because they’re both educational and endlessly engaging; they 

connect us to a grand human past while still resonating with our present. 

 

Set 6-6 

•  Earlier: Sumerians (Mesopotamia) – Later: Babylonian/Assyrian: The Sumerians around 

3000 BC developed cuneiform writing and basic mathematics (like a 60-base number system for 

time and circles). Later Mesopotamian civilizations like the Babylonians inherited these. The 

Babylonians improved astronomy and math – they used that 60-base system to create a more 

precise calendar and divided circles into 360 degrees. They also wrote extensive law codes 

(Hammurabi’s Code) using writing. This shows the later culture took the tools (writing, math) 

and pushed them further for more complex uses like detailed laws and astronomical calculations 

(e.g., predicting eclipses or planetary movements). 
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•  Earlier: Egyptians – Later: Greeks: The Egyptians built monumental architecture 

(pyramids) and had knowledge of engineering and medicine (setting bones, herbal remedies). 

The Greeks, much later, learned some medicine from Egyptian practices (Herodotus wrote about 

Egyptian medicine). Greeks like Hippocrates built on that to create a more systematic approach 

to medicine, moving toward a rational, observation-based practice. In architecture, the Greeks 

learned techniques from Egyptians (who had already built stone temples) but then developed 

their own styles (columns orders like Doric, Ionic) and construction methods (the Parthenon’s 

refined design). 

•  Knowledge passed on: These examples show knowledge doesn’t vanish – it gets recorded or 

remembered and then used by others. Sometimes it travels through trade or conquest (e.g., 

Greeks studied in Egypt, Arab scholars later studied Greek texts). Later civilizations often stand 

on the “shoulders” of earlier ones, improving things like writing systems (the Phoenician 

alphabet was simpler than cuneiform and Greeks adopted it), or technologies (Romans took 

Greek designs and then invented concrete to make even bigger buildings). 

•  It tells us that human progress is cumulative. Even when empires fall, their ideas can survive 

in libraries or oral traditions and spark new developments elsewhere. History is like a relay race 

where each civilization passes the baton of knowledge to the next. 

 

Set 6-7 

•  Importance of preservation: Ancient artifacts and writings are primary sources that tell us 

how people lived, what they believed, and what they accomplished. Preserving them is like 

saving pieces of a giant puzzle of human history. If we lost them, it would be like losing memory 

of our collective past. 

•  Example of learning: The Rosetta Stone is a famous artifact that had the same text in Greek 

and Egyptian hieroglyphs. Because it was preserved and studied, scholars like Champollion 

deciphered hieroglyphs in the 1800s. This unlocked ancient Egyptian language and we learned so 

much about Egyptian laws, stories, and daily life from papyrus scrolls that we could finally read. 

Without the Rosetta Stone, Egypt’s culture might have remained a mystery. 

•  Another example: clay tablets from Mesopotamia show us the Code of Hammurabi (laws), 

which taught us how justice was viewed 3,700 years ago. By studying them, we see the evolution 

of laws and can compare it to our own laws. 

•  How it helps today: Understanding ancient history helps us avoid past mistakes and 

appreciate achievements. For instance, knowing how and why the Roman Empire fell can give 

modern societies insight into issues like over-expansion or political corruption. Learning about 

ancient sustainable practices (or unsustainable ones) can guide how we manage resources now – 

e.g., studying how the Maya overused their environment warns us about deforestation. 
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•  Culturally, it gives us identity and connection. Many languages, philosophies, and institutions 

today originated long ago (democracy from Greece, certain engineering principles from Rome, 

etc.). By studying them, professionals in those fields can find inspiration or avoid pitfalls. Also, 

it fosters empathy – realizing that people 5,000 years ago had hopes, challenges, and creativity 

not so different from ours. In short, preserving history enriches our understanding of humanity 

and can inform wiser decisions for our future. 

 

Set 6-8 

•  Ancient interaction – War and Exchange between Romans and Greeks: The Roman 

Republic conquered Greece in 146 BC, but instead of just Romanizing Greece, the Romans 

ended up adopting a lot of Greek culture. Greek art, architecture, religion (the Roman gods 

paralleled Greek gods), and philosophy flooded into Rome. Romans gained literature (they loved 

Homer’s epics), Greek tutors taught their children, and Roman buildings took on Greek styles 

(columns, marble statues). Greece, in turn, became politically part of Rome, but its culture lived 

on strongly. This interaction shows conquest can lead to cultural blending. Rome changed by 

becoming more “Greek” in taste, and Greece changed by integrating into the Roman political 

system. It’s somewhat like powerful countries today sometimes adopting trends from smaller 

ones (for example, American popular culture mixing in Japanese anime influence) – even a 

dominant power can be influenced by the people it interacts with. 

•  Ancient interaction – Trade between Egypt and Nubia: These neighboring civilizations 

traded gold, ivory, and incense (from Nubia/Africa) for grain and linen from Egypt. They also 

had periods of war and peace. Nubians adopted some Egyptian practices (like building small 

pyramids, worshipping some Egyptian gods), and Egypt at one point was ruled by Nubian 

Pharaohs (25th Dynasty). This exchange enriched both: Egypt got luxury items and soldiers, 

Nubia got advanced crafts and writing. It’s similar to modern neighboring countries that trade 

heavily (like the US and Mexico exchanging goods and cultural influences). 

•  Similarity to today: The dynamics of war and trade still shape cultures. For example, after 

World War II, Japanese culture (like cars, electronics, and anime) influenced the US, even 

though the US had defeated Japan. And through global trade, nations swap not only products but 

ideas – like how Western fast food has spread worldwide, while world cuisines have entered the 

West. It shows interactions can lead to mutual change. 

•  The key lesson is that contact – whether friendly or hostile – leaves neither side completely 

unchanged. Ancient or modern, when cultures meet, they exchange technologies, languages, and 

customs. Today’s globalization is a faster, broader version of what has always happened in 

history. 

 


