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Forces of Change 
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Common Core State Standards (ELA) 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 (Reading History/Social Studies) 

 

How It’s Met: Students cite textual evidence from primary and secondary sources (e.g., 

historical documents, letters, diaries) when analyzing revolutions or the causes of social change. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 (Reading History/Social Studies) 

 

How It’s Met: Learners determine and summarize the central ideas of historical texts about 

various revolutions (American Revolution, Russian Revolution, Industrial Revolution, etc.), 

demonstrating understanding of key concepts. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.1 (Writing in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical 

Subjects) 

 

How It’s Met: Students craft argumentative essays or position papers on whether political and 

socioeconomic revolutions produce positive change, using evidence from class readings, 

discussions, and primary sources. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.2 (Writing in History/Social Studies) 

 

How It’s Met: Learners compose informative texts—such as explanatory essays or multimedia 

presentations—outlining how different pressures (political, social, economic, cultural) lead to 

revolutions. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.7 (Research to Build and Present Knowledge) 

 

How It’s Met: Students conduct short research projects on historical or contemporary 

revolutionary movements, synthesizing information from multiple resources (primary 

documents, interviews, scholarly articles). 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9 (Research to Build and Present Knowledge) 

 

How It’s Met: Through group projects or Socratic seminars, students draw evidence from 

various texts (e.g., declarations, treaties, social media posts) to support their analyses and 

reflections on revolution. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.7.1 (Speaking and Listening) 

 

How It’s Met: Class discussions, debates, and Socratic circles require students to engage 

effectively in collaborative dialogues, share insights on revolutions, and refine their viewpoints 

through peer feedback. 

 

Social Studies Standards / Frameworks 

 

Many states use a combination of NCSS (National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies) 

themes or the C3 Framework (College, Career, and Civic Life) for Social Studies. Below are 

relevant themes and how the content aligns with them: 

 

NCSS Theme 2: Time, Continuity, and Change 

 

How It’s Met: Students compare past revolutions (e.g., American, French, Russian) with more 

recent or ongoing ones, noting how societies evolve over time and how continuity and change 

shape national identities. 

 

NCSS Theme 5: Individuals, Groups, and Institutions 

 

How It’s Met: Lessons on how revolutionary leaders, grassroots movements, and institutions 

(governments, economic systems) interact to either spark or suppress revolutionary change. 

 

NCSS Theme 6: Power, Authority, and Governance 

 

How It’s Met: Investigations into different governmental responses to dissent—examining how 

power is gained, used, or challenged during revolutions, and what happens to governance 

structures afterward. 

 

NCSS Theme 7: Production, Distribution, and Consumption 
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How It’s Met: Exploring the Industrial Revolution or technology-driven “Information Age 

Revolution” focuses on changes in how goods and services are produced, distributed, and 

consumed—major catalysts for societal shifts. 

 

NCSS Theme 8: Science, Technology, and Society 

 

How It’s Met: Research projects into how technological advances (e.g., steam engine, printing 

press, social media) influence the spread of revolutionary ideas and reshape public discourse. 

 

NCSS Theme 10: Civic Ideals and Practices 

 

How It’s Met: Debates and simulations on the moral and civic implications of revolutions (e.g., 

“When is revolution justified?”) encourage students to grapple with civic values such as liberty, 

equality, and justice. 

 

C3 Framework (Illustrative Examples) 

 

Dimension 2 (Civics, Economics, Geography, History) 

 

Students delve into the civic and economic dimensions of revolutions, examining how power is 

contested, how wealth is redistributed, and how geographic factors (like trade routes or 

population centers) influence revolutionary outcomes. 

 

Dimension 3 (Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence) 

 

Socratic seminars and collaborative projects require students to gather and evaluate 

primary/secondary sources, contrasting different viewpoints and biases to form evidence-based 

conclusions. 

 

Dimension 4 (Communicating Conclusions and Taking Informed Action) 

 

By creating multimedia presentations, writing essays, and engaging in debates, students learn 

to articulate their understanding of revolutionary change and propose solutions or reflections 

relevant to modern societal challenges. 

 

How These Standards Are Met Overall 
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Research and Inquiry Skills: Students practice formulating questions about historical 

events, analyzing primary and secondary sources, and constructing arguments 

supported by evidence (meets CCSS in reading, writing, and social studies inquiry 

standards). 

 

Higher-Order Thinking: Through Socratic discussions and debates, learners go beyond 

mere memorization—evaluating cause and effect, drawing parallels between different 

revolutions, and questioning the moral complexities of revolutionary change (meets 

critical thinking components in CCSS and Social Studies). 

 

Collaborative Learning: Group-based activities, such as creating timelines, concept maps, 

or multimedia projects on revolutions, foster communication, peer teaching, and 

cooperative problem-solving (meets CCSS in speaking/listening and social studies 

engagement standards). 

 

Real-World Application: By relating historic upheavals to modern movements (e.g., digital 

communication revolutions, social media–driven protests), students connect academic 

study to contemporary issues, fulfilling civic-minded goals in social studies standards. 
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